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With the festive season around, there is yet one more reason to celebrate, Yelahanka Puttenahalli
Lake has been declared as a Bird Conservation Reserve. Also in this edition of REFLECTIONS is a story
of Puttenahalli Lake & its past glory. Thank you for your continued patronage to the trust and our Lake.
– YPLBCT Team

We are now a Bird Reserve
We, the YPLBCT are happy that Puttenahalli Lake has been declared as a Bird Conservation Reserve.
For over a decade, this lake has been receiving the sewage water through the storm water drain. Sewage
has contributed to the destruction of the flora and fauna of the lake, reducing the bird population
considerably. Keeping in mind that this lake is unique and has been declared as a bird reserve, we had
many sittings with LDA, Scientists, ornithologist and experts on lakes. The DPR that has been prepared
by LDA has been adequately whetted and a comprehensive plan has been formulated for preserving the
ecological structure of the lake and the overall biodiversity it once supported.
All this happened because of the constant guidance and support from Mr. Sarfaraz Khan, JC of
Yelahanka. Meeting was held every second and fourth Friday of every month under the leadership of
Yelahanka JC at the forest department office of the lake. Officials from BWSSB, BBMP and LDA took part
in the discussion and time bound action was planned. BWSSB decided to go for a 5 MLD Sewage
treatment plan immediately. Also Lake Development Authority has taken action to bring out DPR as early
as possible. Already DPR was presented to Technical Committee and soon the DPR will be ready to be
executed. LDA has already allocated some funds for the same.
Bird watching was organized on 20th Sept at 7 AM. There was a big gathering of the children from the
local residents for the bird watch and Dr.Subramanya explained to them the different types of birds. The
whole program was covered by DD National and televised live from the location.

Past glory of the lake
Changes in the Puttenahalli Lake Avifauna due to sewage inflow and invasive aquatic weed growth: Prior
to 2005, the Yelahanka Puttenahalli Lake was a veritable bird paradise, the likes of which had not been
seen in the 200 years of ornithological history of Bangalore. The lake and its surrounds once supported
more than 126 bird species belonging to 50 bird families, indicating that the site supports over 30 per cent
of the 340 bird species recorded in Bangalore. Ten large waterbirds (Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax
niger, Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo, Darter Anhinga melanogaster, Little Egret Egretta garzetta,
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea, Purple Heron Ardea purpurea, Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis, Indian Pond-Heron
Ardeola grayii, Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax, Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala,)
once nested on the trees growing on the two islands created by the KSFD. The nesting of Darter Anhinga
melanogaster and Painted Storks Mycteria leucocephala at the site are the first ever records for
Bangalore. Prior to 2005, over 5000 birds including egrets (Ardeidae), herons (Ardeidae), cormorants
(Phalacrocoracidae), ibises (Threskiornithidae) and storks (Ciconiidae) regularly roosted on the trees
growing on the islands in the evenings, right through the year. The waterbirds that gather to roost at the

site had been observed flying in from over 10km. Nearly 30 migrants species were once recorded at the
lake, some migrating from as far as Central Asia.
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Some of the migratory birds that visited Puttenahalli Lake prior to 2005
However, today over 50 % of the birds that were once seen do not appear mainly due to effects of
sewage inflow and the spread of invasive aquatic weeds that have completely covered the open water
surface of the lake. Some of the most significant among these bird species that cannot be seen are the
Spot-billed Pelican, Painted Stork. Many of the migrant species that cannot be seen anymore at the site
include: Northern Shoveller Anas clypeata, Northern Pintail Anas acuta, Garganey Anas querquedula,
Common Teal Anas crecca, Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus, Common Kestrel Falco
tinnunculus, Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura, Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Black-tailed Godwit

Limosa limosa, Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis, Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia, Little Stint
Calidris minuta, Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus. The
large flock of birds that used to roost on the islands once, do not roost anymore and have totally
disappeared. We are sure that we will bring back the old glory once this lake is developed with out
disturbing the existing islands and stop the sewage inflow. Hope we will fulfill our dreams with support of
the community that cherish nature.
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